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Welcome back to Sleepy Hollow Mid-
dle School and the inaugural edition of
our school newsletter, Hollow High-
lights! | hope you have enjoyed an
exciting and fun filled summer vacation
with your family and friends and that
you will make the most of the last few
days of August!

As always, the beginning of every new
school year is an exciting time! This
year is certainly no exception. The
faculty, staff, and administration are
anxiously awaiting the arrival of stu-
dents on September 6" and the kick-
off of a fantastic school year. Providing
your child with the very best educa-
tional experience possible is a team
effort, and at the heart of this effort is
effective communication and collabora-
tion between school and home.

In today's society, active parental and
community involvement are critical
components of any successful school.
Numerous research studies show a
clear link between parental and com-
munity involvement and both higher
levels of student achievement and im-
proved behavior.

Principal’s Message,

Sleepy Hollow
Middle School

by Chris Borsari

The middie school years are not a
time when parents should become
less involved in their child's educa-
tion. To the contrary, as your child
negotiates the exciting and ever
changing adolescent years, your in-
volvement and support are as impor-
tant as ever. Unfortunately, at this
developmental stage, many parents
become unsure of how best to help
their ever changing and maturing
child and are hesitant to ask. When
these situations arise, please do not
hesitate to contact any of us at
Sleepy Hollow Middle School for as-
sistance, support, or information.
We are wholly committed to working
with you to foster the intellectual and
social-emotional development of
your child.

On a regular basis throughout the
year, | will provide you with important
school information through Holfow
Highlights. At the end of this
newsletter you will find a copy of
Middle Years: Working together for
school success, which will provide
you with some useful tips for getting
the year off to a good start. Please
take a few moments to read through
this issue and share the information
contained in it with your child.
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Sleepy Hollow

First Day Of School Schedule

The first day of school is Thursday, September 6th. We will follow a special sched-
ule on this day. All seventh graders will report to the gymnasium at 7:45 AM for their
opening program. They will be followed by the eighth graders who will begin their
day at 8:45 AM with an opening program in the gymnasium. The rest of the day will
be filled with team orientations and activities, a free barbeque lunch for all middle
school students, and conclude with a modified schedule of their academic courses.

* Please note: First period classes will not begin until Monday, September 10th.

F\ : Student
—]: Handbook/Planners

On opening day each student will receive a planner to be used daily to track assignments
and plan efficiently. In the front of this planner is a student handbook detailing school rules
and regulations. Every student is responsible for familiarizing him/herself with these rules
and abiding by them. A copy of the student handbook is posted on our website for your ref-
erence. If you would like a copy sent to you, please call our main office. On the first day of
school, you will be asked to review these rules with your child and to sign a form acknowl-
edging receipt of this book and the responsibility of knowing and following school rules.

C = Bell Schedule

=

The Sleepy Hollow Middle School bell schedule is included with this mailing. Please note
that first period begins at 7:45 AM and is for performing arts classes and other select
classes, therefore, if you are not scheduled for a first period class, your school day does not
begin until second period, at 8:30 AM when students are permitted to go to their lockers. All
middle school students eat lunch during period 4. The 7th graders eat during lunch B and
8th graders eat during lunch A. The school day ends with the conclusion of eighth period at

3:00 PM.
Drop Off/Pick Up (E

Students may be dropped off or picked up using either the Bedford Road or Broadway en-
trances. A turn around loop has been created in front of the Middle School and Administra-
tion buildings by the Broadway entrance. This will allow cars to drop off or pick up students
and then return to Broadway. An additional turn around loop has also been created at the
north end of the building to facilitate the pick up or drop off of students entering from Bedford
Road. Parents, please pull as far forward in the loop as possible prior to picking up or drop-
ping off and obey the directions of all school and police personnel.
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Transportation

This year the transportation department has issued bus passes for all middle school students
who are eligible for transportation. If eligible, your bus pass is included in this mailing.

Only students presenting bus passes will be permitted to take the bus. Two morning bus pick
ups are scheduled to accommodate students scheduled for period one classes. Beginning,
September 10th, late buses will be available at 4:15 PM and 5:15 PM for all students eligible
for transportation. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Cyril Hughes, the transporta-
tion supervisor, at 613-3663.

Code Of Conduct

All school rules and procedures are established in accordance with the District's Code of Con-
duct. The Code of Conduct was developed with input from teachers, parents, students, adminis-
trators, and the Board of Education and is based upon the principles of civility, mutual respect,
citizenship, character, appreciation of differences, honesty and integrity.

The Code of Conduct was written to help ensure a safe and orderly learning environment for all
of our students, in each of our buildings, that encourages responsible behavior without disruption
or interference. The Code of Conduct applies to all students, staff , parents, and visitors when on
school property or attending school functions.

Each new student will be given a copy of the Code of Conduct by their homeroom teacher on the
first day of school. We ask that you pay particular attention to the student dress code on page 6
and the restrictions on use of electronic and communication devices on page 8.

Please take the opportunity to carefully review the Code of Conduct with your child, contact the
school Principal if you have any questions or concemns. If you would like an additional copy of
the Code of Conduct, please contact the middle school office.
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Book Bags and Backpacks

Students are not allowed to carry book bags or backpacks during the school day. The
teachers will work with students to teach them how to stay organized and plan ahead. This
way, not only will students have less to carry, but also as they continue to grow, their backs
will stay strong and healthy.

T Dress / Attire

Students have the right to express them-
selves through clothing choices. However,
you should come in clothing that is appori-
ate for school.
» Clothing that promotes illegal activity,

N ’ . drugs, or violence.
The following is a brief summary of items

that are “NOT” to be worn during the
school day: « Items with ethnic or racial slurs, vulgar

« Hats, badannas, or do rags expressions, curse words, or are
: - derogatory to others.

« Clothing that advertises alcohol, to-
bacco, or weapons

Attendance

If your child will be absent or tardy, PLEASE Call, Ms. Perez at 332-6276 after 7:30 AM
and a written note Must also be provided.

All absences are considered illegal until a signed note is received.

Save the Date!

Sleepy Hollow Middle School Back to School Night
Date: Tuesday September 11th
Time: 7:30 PM
Place: Sleepy Hollow MS
















